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The Ridgefield 
Waterfront, 2023

• Cleanup is complete, the property is now safe for the public.

• No more Industrial uses, transitioning to other employment types.

• Some public access in place now, more amenities are planned.



The Ridgefield 
Waterfront, 2004

• Heavily polluted

• Cleanup was just beginning

• Still an Industrial employment center

• No public access allowed; property unsafe



The Ridgefield 
Waterfront, early 
1970’s 

• Wood products industry: mills, wood treatment

• Hundreds of great family wage jobs

• No public access allowed; property unsafe



• Messaging & Materials

• Digital Engagement 

• Community Tabling 

• Online Community Survey

• Incentives for Engagement

Community Engagement Report

Community Engagement Methods

Engaged with 250 People at 4 

Ridgefield Community Events

Sent One Direct Mailer to

10,708
Ridgefield

Residences

1,546
Survey 

Responses

Received

4,400
Total Website Visitors

"Keep the overall look of 

it as is, engage locals and 
visitors alike with nature 

& art while having 

minimal impact on 
wildlife"

58,014
Social Media Impressions and 

Video Views

"I hope we can find a 

balance that brings new 
activity and customers to 

both the waterfront and 

downtown without losing 
our small town charm"



Community Engagement Report

Community Engagement Results

24%
No concerns

18%
Increase in traffic in 
downtown Ridgefield

11%
Loss of open 
space

30%
Impacts to the natural 
environment and wildlife

100%
Access to Lake River 
for boaters and 
swimmers

93%
Open space and 
community park

93%
Dining & 
entertainment

92%
Walking trail

100%
A walkable community 
where people can live, 
work and play

99%
A more vibrant and 
accessible waterfront in 
Ridgefield 

84% 
Shopping and 
entertainment activites

Frequently Requested Amenities Community Priorities Community Concerns



In progress:
Creating a new Waterfront Park



Ideas for 
Waterfront 
Park 
Amenities

sandy beach surface

day dock

public restrooms

ADA kayak launch

kayak storage

trail seating

interpretive signage

picnic tables

Osprey nest poles

outdoor amphitheater

outdoor fitness equipment

swimming area

beach volleyball with sand

basketball court

pickleball court

wheelchair ramp to water

Native peoples of the Columbia River exhibit















What’s next:
Rebuilding the Working 
Waterfront

















Thank you!

Randy Mueller, CEO

rmueller@portridgefield.org

360-887-3873

mailto:rmueller@portridgefield.org
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